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The Ethiopian  Nat ional  Pro ject  (ENP)
works  to  ensure  the  fu l l  and success fu l
integrat ion  of  Ethiopian-Israe l i s  in to
Israe l i  soc ie ty .  ENP partners  wi th  the
Ethiopian-Israe l i  community  and wi th
those  who seek  to  make  a  d i f ference .

Introduction
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Envisaged in  2001 ,  ENP was  created  by  a  Government  of  I srae l  dec i s ion  as  a  shared
ini t ia t ive  wi th  g lobal  supporters  and Ethiopian-Israe l i s  to  address  the  greates t
barr iers  to  the  fu l l  and success fu l  in tegrat ion  of  Ethiopian  Jewish  immigrants
( “o l im ” )  and their  chi ldren into  I srae l i  soc ie ty .

ENP works  t i re less ly  to  prevent  the  creat ion  of  a  b lack  underc lass  in  I srae l  by
launching  targeted ,  eva luated  in i t ia t ives  that  enable  community  members  to  grasp
their  fu l l  potent ia l .

Our Organization

Addressing Critical Needs 
After  an  extens ive  review of  the  needs  and programs ava i lab le  for  the  Ethiopian-
Israe l i  community  and a  broad process  of  consul ta t ion ,  ENP dec ided to  focus  i t s
ef for t s  on  youth  ages  13  –  18  and the  parents  and leaders  who impact  the ir  l ives .  In
2004,  ENP launched a  major  ef for t  to  provide  qual i ty  opportuni t ies  for  Ethiopian-
Israe l i s .  ENP's  programs inc lude  af ter-school  hol i s t ic  support  and workshops
des igned to  empower  parents  and community  leadership .  
Over  the  las t  three  years  government  funding  for  educat ion  has  been s igni f icant ly
reduced .  As  a  resu l t ,  ENP had to  reduce  the  number  of  chi ldren who rece ive
scholas t ic  ass i s tance  by  50% and wi l l  great ly  e f fec t  the  number  of  Ethiopian-Israe l i
s tudents  who earn  a  fu l l  matr icu la t ion  dip loma.  

A Unique Endeavor 
ENP organizat ional  par tners  inc lude  the  Jewish  Federat ions  of  North  America
( JFNA) ,  representat ives  of  Ethiopian  Jewish  community  organizat ions ,  the  Jewish
Agency for  I srae l  ( JAFI ) ,  the  American  Jewish  Jo int  Dis tr ibut ion Commit tee  in  I srae l
( JDC-Israe l )  and Keren Hayesod-UIA.  ENP works  in  t rue  par tnership  wi th  the
Government  of  I srae l  and the  Ethiopian-Israe l i  community ,  involv ing  them at  loca l
and nat ional  leve l s  a t  every  s tage  of  the  creat ion ,  implementat ion  and eva luat ion  of
ENP programs .  During  the  2022-23  academic  year ,  ENP operated  in  14  c i t ies  across
Israe l ,  serv ing  3 ,352  schoolchi ldren in  i t s  scholas t ic  ass i s tance  programs and
hundreds  of  parents  and leaders .

ABOUT ENP
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 SPACE Holistic intervention that provides
scholastic, social, emotional and
nutritional support to 7th-12th
grade schoolchildren 

BRIDGES
Supplemental English immersion
through experiential games,
special activities and Diaspora
connections 

TI'UD
Students deepen appreciation
for Ethiopian Jewry and
strengthen identity by
documenting and sharing Jewish
life in Ethiopia and aliyah to
Israel 

MEDICAL & DENTAL
HEALTHCARE
SCHOLARSHIPS

ENP provides scholarships for
Ethiopian-Israelis who pursue
an academic degree in medicine
or dental healthcare, who then
serve as role models

PARENT
INVOLVEMENT

ENP ensures parents are
partners in their child's
education and are thoroughly
informed of the resources
provided

COMMUNITY
ACTIVISM

ENP provides tools for
Ethiopian-Israeli leaders to
positively impact their
communities

LEADERSHIP
PROGRAMS

Programs like “Safe Together”  
instruct students on the importance
of leadership and challenge
students to plan and implement a
community project
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SPACE addresses  soc ia l  needs  and personal  development ,  inc luding  se l f -
conf idence  and leadership  sk i l l s ,  whi le  paying  c lose  a t tent ion  to  soc ia l
d i f f icu l t ies  that  may impair  a  chi ld ’ s  progress  in  school .  Ethiopian-Israe l i
profess ionals  ac t  as  advisors  and ro le  models  who encourage  s tudents '
aspira t ions ,  as  they  work  wi th  parents  to  promote  awareness  and commitment
to  the ir  chi ldren ' s  success .  

SPACE a l so  inc ludes  lunch,  a  cr i t ica l  component  for  many.  Inspira t ional
speakers ,  ac t iv i t ies ,  and f ie ld  t r ips ,  inc luding  to  h igher  educat ion  ins t i tut ions ,
expose  s tudents  to  an  array  of  opportuni t ies  that  promote  future  success .
Intens ive  co l laborat ive  work  wi th  school  adminis tra t ions ,  loca l  munic ipa l i t ies
and minis tr ies  a l ters  the  path  of  negat ive  t rends  toward  pos i t ive ,  nat ionwide
socia l  impact  and soc ie ta l  change .

In  the  academic  year  of  2022-23 ,  SPACE was  provided to  3 ,352  Ethiopian-
Israe l i  and other  in-need s tudents  in  15  c i t ies  across  the  country .  The  program
part ic ipants  worked hard  dur ing  s tudy marathons  over  the ir  vacat ions  and
enjoyed extra-curr icular  ac t iv i t ies  and f ie ld  t r ips  to  enr ich  their  exper ience .  

ENP School  Performance  and Community  Empowerment  (SPACE)  program works
to  increase  the  number  of  Ethiopian-Israe l i  h igh  school  s tudents  who pass  the
matr icula t ion  exams,  improve  the  leve l  of  achievement  in  these  tes t s  and reduce
overt  and covert  dropout  ra tes .  SPACE provides  supplementary  af ter-school
teaching  hours  in  smal l  groups  of  up  to  n ine  chi ldren per  group executed  by
profess ional  teachers .  The  object ive  i s  to  s t rengthen s tudents '  academic
achievements ,  inc luding  preparatory  c lasses  for  matr icu la t ion  exams on subjects
cr i t ica l  to  success .  
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Object ives  of  the  Program:

Improve  overa l l  scholas t ic
performance  of  par t ic ipants
Placement  of  Ethiopian-Israe l i
s tudents  in  h igher  t racking  leve l s
Prevent  s tudents  f rom exi t ing
premature ly  f rom the  school  sys tem
Improve  the
soc ia l /personal/emot ional  domain  by
strengthening  s tudents '  mot ivat ion  to
s tudy and generat ing  se l f -conf idence
in  their  abi l i t ies
Providing  emot ional  support-  SPACE
aims to  increase  inte l lec tua l  cur ios i ty
and soc ia l  sk i l l s  necessary  to  succeed ,
whi le  empowering  the  s tudents
through an  array  of  ac t iv i t ies  that
promote :  conceptua l iz ing  the  future ,
s t rengthening  se l f -ef f ic iency ,
s t rengthening  community  ident i ty ,
and enr ichment
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The Bridges program consists of four key components:

1. Supplementary after-school English instruction utilizing creative
and innovative methods that inspire students and increase
motivation (2 weekly hours, year-long, plus holiday or summer
marathons and field trips)

2. Diaspora-Israel connections between Diaspora and the Ethiopian-
Israeli youth, with a specially-developed curriculum that enlightens
both, utilizing Zoom or other media

3. Group Projects: Projects that forge leadership and community-
building skills, empowerment, and self-confidence, while utilizing
English language skills

4. Camp Emissaries: Jewish Summer Camp experiences for select
Ethiopian-Israeli youth who have demonstrated exceptional
commitment to and progress in the program

ENP Bridges provides rising ninth and tenth-grade children the opportunity to participate in an exciting
English immersion and exchange program. Bridges serves as a platform for participant children to focus on
and develop their English language skills and participate in intensive English study instruction. This year,
135 ninth and tenth graders took part in the Bridges program, 4 students went abroad to summer camps in
North America, and 4 to English-speaking camps in Israel.  

English is used as a tool to empower and motivate children and help them understand the unlimited potential
available to them if they demonstrate drive and passion. Each participant is encouraged to challenge his or
herself, as an individual and as part of a group. Each group is asked to do a group project in English, and
each individual participant has the opportunity to forge connections with Diaspora peers. The students can
submit projects as an entry for the Sudilovsky-Busel Family Initiative for Youth Advocacy and Leadership
Prize which is given once a year. 

 

Bridges
Empowerment through Spoken English
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ENP at Summer Camp!

This year, ENP sent 17 outstanding
SPACE participants to summer camp in
Israel and in North America! 

ENP wishes to extend its deepest
gratitude to the Emma Kaufmann
Camp, the Harry Bronfman Y Country
Camp, Camp Kimama, Camp Kinneret
Biluim, Surprise Lake and all those who
played a crucial part in making
campers' dreams come true. 

ENP forges connections with overnight Jewish summer camps in
North America. ENP SPACE participants travel as ambassadors to
represent ENP, the Ethiopian-Israeli community and forge lasting
connections with North American Jewry. 



Impart ing  the  Story  of  the
Ethiopian  Al iyah to  Future
Generat ions  has  changed count less
l ives  s ince  i t  was  launched in  2018 .
Today ,  chi ldren ,  parents ,
community  leaders ,  pr inc ipa l s ,
munic ipa l  of f ic ia l s ,  and the
Minis try  of  Educat ion  cons ider
this  an  indispensable  program.  The
program has  success fu l ly  preserved
inspira t ional  s tor ies  and i s  cer ta in
to  re inforce  Ethiopian-Jewish
ident i t ies  for  generat ions  to  come.

Within  the  program,  s tudents
from around Israe l  meet  and
interv iew e lders  wi thin  the
Ethiopian-Israe l i  community
who made the  journey from
Ethiopia  to  I srae l ,  inc luding
students ’  fami ly  members .

Project Ti'ud 
Imparting the Story of the Ethiopian Aliyah to Future Generations. 
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Later ,  the  s tudents  wr i te  the  s tor ies ,
and together ,  then they  are  compi led
into  a  book enr iched wi th  the
breathtaking  s tor ies  that  they  have
col lec ted .  In  i t s  th ird  year ,  ENP
cont inued Ti ’ud  in  those  c i t ies  where
i t  was  introduced in  i t s  p i lo t  year  and
expanded to  addi t ional  c i t ies .

Pro ject  Ti ’ud  i s  generous ly  supported
by Rosa lee  and Richard  Davison and
the  Ben and Zelda  Cohen Foundat ion .
In  2022-23 ,207  s tudents  documented
the  l ives  of  Jewish  Ethiopian  heroes .  



E N P  p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a l  a n d  d e n t a l  h e a l t h c a r e  s c h o l a r s h i p s  f o r  E t h i o p i a n -
I s r a e l i s  w h o  p u r s u e  a n  a c a d e m i c  d e g r e e  i n  m e d i c i n e  o r  d e n t a l  h e a l t h c a r e .
M e d i c i n e  i s  t h e  m o s t  c o m p e t i t i v e  o f  a l l  d e g r e e s  i n  I s r a e l .  U n l i k e  i n  t h e
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  w h e r e  s t u d e n t s  f i r s t  p u r s u e  a n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  a n d  t h e n
s e e k  t o  e n t e r  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l ,  i n  I s r a e l ,  f o r  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y ,  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l
c o m m e n c e s  f r o m  d a y  o n e  o f  u n i v e r s i t y ,  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s :  s i x  y e a r s  o f  s t u d y
a n d  o n e  y e a r  o f  r e s i d e n c y ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  a w a r d e d  t h e i r  d e g r e e .  D e n t a l
s t u d e n t s  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  d e g r e e s  a f t e r  s i x  y e a r s  o f  s t u d y  a n d  r e s i d e n c y .

Medical & Dental 
Healthcare Scholarships
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T h e  m e d i c a l  a n d  d e n t a l  u n i v e r s i t y
t r a c k s  a r e  h i g h l y  i n t e n s e  a n d
d e m a n d i n g  p r o g r a m s .  E N P ’ s  m e d i c a l
a n d  d e n t a l  h e a l t h c a r e  s c h o l a r s h i p s
a l l o w  m e d i c a l  a n d  d e n t a l  s t u d e n t s  t o
f o c u s  o n  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  a n d  b e  l e s s
d i s t r a c t e d  b y  f i s c a l  c o n c e r n s  t h a t ,  i n
t h e  p a s t ,  w e r e  a  c a u s e  t o  d r o p  o u t .
W i t h i n  a  m a t t e r  o f  y e a r s ,  t h e s e
s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e c o m e  m e d i c a l
p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  a n d  a s  t h e y  d o ,  i t  w i l l
c r e a t e  c h a n g e  w i t h i n  I s r a e l i  s o c i e t y
f r o m  t h e  b o t t o m  u p .

E N P  E t h i o p i a n - I s r a e l i
H e a l t h c a r e  S c h o l a r s h i p s  a r e
m a d e  p o s s i b l e  t h a n k s  t o  t h e
g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  J e w i s h
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  L e h i g h  V a l l e y ,
t h e  S u d i l o v s k y  B u s e l  F a m i l y ,
t h e  G i l b o a  F a m i l y ,  t h e  J e w i s h
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  G r e a t e r
P i t t s b u r g h ,  B e t h - I s r a e l
F e d e r a t e d  J e w i s h  C h a r i t i e s  o f
F a y e t t e v i l l e ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a
a n d  t h e  H a r r y  Y a n o f f  a n d
J e a n e t t e  M a s t e r  C h a r i t a b l e
T r u s t  o f  C u m b e r l a n d
C o m m u n i t y  F o u n d a t i o n .



ENP forges  connect ions  between parents ,
chi ldren ,  and schools  so  parents  can  be  fu l l

par tners  in  the ir  chi ldren ' s  educat ion .

Parental Involvement
& Community Activism
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ENP Provides  tools  for  Ethiopian-Israe l i  leaders
to  pos i t ive ly  impact  the ir  communit ies



In  the  2022-2023 school  year ,  ENP a imed to  create  a  network
of  Ethiopian-Israe l i  parents  and community  leaders  in  c i t ies
where  ENP operates  i t s  programs .  Throughout  the  year  ENP
Director-Genera l  Roni  Akale  v i s i ted  these  c i t ies  to  meet  wi th
community  leaders ,  run reg ional  meet ings  and u l t imate ly  he lp
leaders  represent  the  interes t s  of  the  Ethiopian-Israe l i
community .  

Addi t ional ly ,  ENP launched leadership  programs for  e ighth
grade  s tudents  so  they  could  take  a  leading  ro le  in  s tudent
counci l s  and he lp  make  a  d i f ference  in  the ir  schools .  

With  the  support  of  the  German Federa l  Fore ign  Off ice ’ s  funds
by i fa  ( Ins t i tut  für  Aus landsbeziehungen) ,  Funding  Programme
ziv ik ,  ENP launched the  “Safe  Together”  program which  forges
connect ions  between the  Ethiopian-Israe l i  community  and the
Israe l  Pol ice .  
 

Leadership Programs
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ENP works  to  improve  the  publ ic  image  of  the  Ethiopian-
Israe l i  community  by  shar ing  the  s tory  of  Ethiopian  Jewry  and
their  achievements  through numerous  media  p la t forms .  You
can rece ive  updates  f rom ENP on Facebook,  Twit ter ,  Ins tagram
and LinkedIn ,  or  you can  s ign  up for  ENP's  monthly
newsle t ter .    

Public Relations
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International Relations & Missions
Each year ENP hosts an array of missions to
ENP programs throughout Israel. Guests range
from youth groups and campus groups from
North America, groups and individuals from
churches, synagogues, donors, and women’s
groups to major delegations from Federations
and the Jewish Federations of North America
and more. Each group and visit is uniquely
sculpted to meet the needs and goals of each
mission. ENP treasures the opportunity to
share with mission participants the amazing
story of Ethiopian Jewry and the successes of
ENP's programs nationwide. In 2022-23, ENP
was thrilled to host numerous in-person
missions!
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ENP’s International Relations department
works to share the story of ENP’s impact and
recruit the support required to provide holistic
programs to the Ethiopian-Israeli community.
This includes hosting missions, presenting to
Federations abroad, representing ENP at
conferences, and creating unique partnerships
with local companies. ENP is proud and
grateful to all supporters and partners who
dedicate themselves to ensuring the
continuation of ENP’s programs described in
this report. 

Supporters include North American Jewish
Federations and funds, foundations, and
individual donors from Israel and overseas,
many of whom have supported ENP since its
inception. In addition, the Government of
Israel helped to ensure that ENP’s programs not
only continue but grow to reach a larger
percentage of the Ethiopian-Israeli community
and have an impact nationwide. 



Volunteers & Interns
ENP is pleased to host many volunteers
and interns every year from a wide
variety of programs, including Israel
Government Fellows and MASA
programs, as well as independent
volunteers. These dedicated people
come from all over the world and speak
many different languages, each bringing
their own stories to share with others
and their own gifts and talents. They
give their time to help the Ethiopian-
Israeli community by assisting in ENP's
efforts to share its stories by
volunteering for the organization. In the
2022-23 year, ENP hosted 14 volunteers;
from North America and Ethiopia. ENP
was overjoyed to have the opportunity to
blossom thanks to these extraordinary
volunteers and interns.
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ENP's Director of International Relations, Grace Rodnitzki, and ENP Medical
Scholar, Orli Wube, met with members of the community in Nashville, Detroit,
and Delaware to share the story of Ethiopian Jewry and relay the importance of
ENP's critical work. It was a privilege to be hosted by the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, The Jewish Federation of Metro Detroit, The
M&M Fisher Foundation, and The Jewish Federation of Delaware. ENP values the
partnership and support of all those who enable ENP's impactful work to continue. 

Outbound ENP Visits
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ENP would loveto visit yourcommunity!



ENP monitors the matriculation achievements of 12th-
grade Ethiopian-Israeli students in schools participating in
ENP SPACE. The following pages present a summary of
some of these findings.

The following were the indicators used to examine
student achievements: 

Ethiopian-Israeli 12th-Grade Students in Israel in
schools with the ENP  SPACE Program ("ENP
Participants")

1.

Achievements of 12th-Grade Ethiopian-Israeli
Students and ENP Participants

2.

2007-2021 Achievements of 12th-Grade Ethiopian-
Israeli Students and Ethiopian National Project
Participants Entitled to a Base Matriculation Certificate

3.

2007-2021 Achievements of 12th-Grade Ethiopian-
Israeli Students and ENP Participants who met
University Entrance Requirements 

4.
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Ethiopian National Project's Achievements 



21

In the 2021-22 school year, 18% of Ethiopian-Israeli
12th-Grade Students in Israel studied in schools with

the ENP SPACE Program

Ethiopian-Israeli 12th Grade
Students in schools with the ENP

SPACE Program
484 Students, 18%

Ethiopian-Israeli 12th Grade
Students in schools without the

ENP SPACE Program
2,179 Students, 82%

Ethiopian-Israeli 12th Grade Students TOTAL: 2,663 Students



Eligible for an "excellence" matriculation certificate
Eligible for a matriculation certificate meeting university prerequisites
Eligible for a basic matriculation certificate
Eligible for a partial matriculation certificate
Not near a matriculation certificate

Achievements of 12th-Grade Ethiopian-Israeli
Students in Schools with the SPACE Program

2021-22
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2 62 21 3 12

In 2022, 85% of ENP's Program Participants
were eligible for a full matriculation
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2022 Matriculation Achievements

ENP Program
participants

achieved higher
results than all

Ethiopian-Israelis
and surpassed

the performance
of the general

Jewish
population for

base
matriculation

acquisition
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ENP Matriculation Multiyear Achievements 

ENP is increasing its achievements with each passing year, has
surpassed the general Jewish population’s base matriculation and is

fast approaching the general Jewish population’s university
prerequisite performance. 



Socio-economic Background Evaluation

Ethiopian-Israeli participants N=655, Other students N=215  |  
**p<0.01  |  % of Israeli-born and mother's education were

examined by the x^2 test 

According to the most recent data (2019), Ethiopian-Israeli students
come from weaker socio-economic backgrounds than other
students which can strongly impact their success rate. The majority
of Ethiopian immigrants come from rural backgrounds and have
not completed their formal education; this makes it even more
challenging to assist their children academically.

SPACE is even more critical for these students; each one deserves
the opportunity to succeed. SPACE creates a community and a
space where all participants can benefit from resources that
otherwise may not be available to them. 
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Organizational Partners

ENP Board Members
Dr. Itzick Sharir                              ENP Chair, Israel
Yossi Rosner-Wachs                       Jewish Federations of North America
Dr. David Breakstone                     Jewish Agency for Israel
Avi Fleishon                                     JDC-Israel
Tali Ben Hamo                                Keren Hayesod-UIA
Ella Moses                                        Ministry of Education
Alemu Avenet                                 Ministry of Aliyah and Integration
Moriah Shlisel                                 Ministry of Finance
Takale Mekonen                             Representatives of Ethiopian Jewish Organizations in Israel
Avi Mesfin                                        Representatives of Ethiopian Jewish Organizations in Israel
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"When spider webs unite, they can tie up a lion."
- Amharic Proverb        



Ethiopian
National Project

HaMelacha 6, Lod 7152012
Tel: +972-74-746-6905
Website: www.enp.org.il
Email: info@enp.org.il

@enpisrael @enpisrael @enpisraelENPblog ENP


