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GHETTO

By Joshua Sobol

Musical Direction
and arrangements

Orna Smorgonsky

Rehearsal Pianists Shahar Glezer,

Assor Elkayam

(ast (in alphabetical order):
Weiskopf, a tailor who became manager of a
large clothing repair factory............... Rami Baruch

(haya Rosenthal, a singer and member of the
Vilna Ghetto theatre troupe .............. Ania Bukstein

Joseph Gerstein, an actor in the troupe who plays
a palmist Hasid and the Rabbi ........ Ezra Dagan
Gens, the Jewish head of the ghetto .. Nathan Datner

Hershele, the ventriloquist's dummy used
DY STUIK. ..o, Hani Furstenberg

Herman Kruk, manager of the Vilna Ghetto
library, a socialist who keeps a daily journal
of life in the ghetto ................ovvvvvvee Eli Gorenstein

Dessler, chief of the Jewish police force
............................................... Oded Leopold

Levas, a policeman in the Jewish police force
............................................... Eran Sarel

Oberleutnant Kittel, a Nazi officer, commander
of the Vilna Ghetto ....................c...... Itay Tiran

Srulik, artistic director of the ghetto theatre, ventriloquist,

operates Hershele............ccccoocccvrneee. Gadi Yagil

The Ghetto Theatre Company (in alphabetical order):

LSRN B O Adi Arad

David Bilenca

Dan Kiesler
Ella Geivish, his SiSter...........ccooevn..... Avital Livny
Leib Grozinsky ......ooovvvvveveee. Eran Mor
Ooma, highly estimated actress......... Orit Peleg
Moishe, an actor............ccoevvvecevevrneens Nisso Shalev
Lea, The Theatre choreographer......... Roni Sheindorf
LYONEK covvveeeeee Tal Weiss

Instrumentalists (in alphabetical order):

Yossi Ben Nun/Giora Linenberg.... Piano
Shmuel Elbaz/Yaki Reuven ......... Mandoline
Nitzan Ein Habar/Gilad Harel....... (larinet
Gilad Hildesheim/Gad Cogan....... Violin
Asaf Roth ....... Percussin, Accordion, Trumpet

Studio recordings
BBC newsreader

Followspots

Noam Semel Director General
Omri Nitzan Artistic Director
THE CAMERI THEATRE OF TEL AVIV

CANMIERI

ISRAEL PRIZE RECIPIENT

Stilt INSErUCHON .oeeee e

Assistant to the director................
Production manager .....................

Assistant to the choreographer......
Stage MaANAGET ....ovvvvvvvevvvvvveveeceeeenns

Video 0perator...........occcccececeviiiece

Vocal coaching for Ania Bukstein....Rachel Hochman
Saxophone coaching for [tay Tiran . Nitzan Ein Habar

Amit Poznansky
Bobby Lax
Tomer Tadmor

Anna Baniel

Nava Levy
Sara Levkovitz

Roni Sheindorf

Shmuel Pakorman
Ronen Shalev
Leizer Manes

Eli Hadida
Menahem Dvir
Ohad Levitan
Amit Marko
Dudu Melamed
[tamar Luria
Ron Levy-Arie
Itzhak ltzhaky
Yishay Hamami
Natalie Dessau
Andrei Charistichenko

Udi Ben Zvi
Yossi Muntza
Eitan Vahaba
JardroDe ... Racheli Shoker
Osnat Hasson
PropSE R S S— Liora Inbar
Tziona Zaken-Barak
MAKEUD...cvvvrercerrr s Tanya Rosenstein
Lara Golomb
First performance .................. 8.3.10
Length.....ocooooviiiii, Approx. 2 hours 30 minutes

including interval.

theatre that was active under inhuman

conditions in the Vilna ghetto between 1942
and 1943. Through the theatre's fascinating story the
play reveals not only the existential problems in the
ghetto and the Jews' tenacious day-to-day struggle
to survive, but also their desire to lead a vibrant
cultural life and maintain their human semblance.
Itis the story of a group of people holding on to life
and creativity and endeavoring to survive despite
daily existential terror. The life force endowed to the
individual and society by cultural endeavor intensifies
solidarity, particularly at a time of hardship and
existential threat.
The production is constructed as a play within a play,
with the entire story emerging from the memories
of the man who was the theatre’s artistic director.
"This is no morbid play. There is a life of the spirit,
and of art, that cannot be crushed. .. Sobol has
used theatre and music as the metaphor of the
indestructibility of the human spirit." British Theatre
Yearbook 1990

‘|' he play relates the astonishing story of a

GHETTO Awards Worldwide  Ghetto, which
premiered at the Haifa Municipal Theatre in 1984,
has been performed at 66 theatres worldwide, from
Tokyo to London, from Vilna to Sydney, and won
prestigious international theatre awards:

1984: The David's Harp award for Joshua Sobol,
Playwright of the Year. 1985: Ghetto was chosen
by the Berlin theatre magazine Theatre Heute as
the best foreign play and named production of the
decade. 1989: The London Evening Standard award
for Play of the Year and best production; Critics Circle
Theatre Award for Play of the Year, London. 1990:
Ghetto gained a nomination for the Laurence Olivier
Awards Play of the Year, London. 1995: Mainichi
Art Prize for Play of the Year, Tokyo. 1996: Yumiuri
Shimbun Grand Prize for Play of the Year, Tokyo;
Yoshiko Yuasa Prize for Play of the Year. Tokyo.
1999: The Joseph Jefferson Award for Play of the
Year and Outstanding Playwright of the Year, the
Famous Door Theatre, Chicago.
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