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News and views from

Belsize Square Synagogue

The sin of admiring natcture

Rabbi Gabriel Botnick reinterprets a surprising Rabbinical teaching

As I sit down to write this piece,
my desk is flooded with the
sunlight that took far too long to
arrive this summer. The rays puli
my attention away from the task

at hand to appreciate the beauty of
nature, which had been obscured by
months of clouds and rain.

Of course, I'm not the only
one reacquainting myself with the
magnificence of the natural world —
it seems everywhere I go in London
these days there are people enjoying
aimless perambulations, afternoon
refreshments at outdoor cafés, and
the company of guests in their
gardens. In short, summer has finally
arrived and neariy no one is taking it
for granted.

You might therefore be surprised
to learn that our sages teach that it
is forbidden to stop and smell the
roses — as it were. In Pirkei Avot
(3:7), Rabbi Shimon says ‘Ifa person
is walking aiong while revising
their Torah learning and interrupts
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themself to say, “how beautiful is this
tree or field,” it’s as if that person has
committed a capital offence’

At first glance, this is an
incredibly troubling teaching — how
could it be so severe an infraction
simply to admire a beautiful vista?!
The Vilna Gaon explains this
teaching by way of another, found
in the Talmud (Baba Batra 79a),
in which Rabbi Yonatan quotes
Proverbs in order to say that anyone
who separates themselves from
Torah study condemns themselves
to the pits of death. In short, for
the rabbis, Torah is so important
that it cannot be set aside for any
matters other than physieal or
spiritual survival, and to them the
appreciation of nature is eertainly
trivial in comparison.

However, [ believe our sages are
wrong here and miss the point of
Rabbi Shimon’s tcaching. The issue
isn’t with someone interrupting
their Torah learning to admire their

surroundings — the issue is bclieVing
that such an act is disconnected
from their Torah study.

In Psalm 92, which we recite
every Shabbat, we say: ‘How great
are Your works, Adonai! Your plans
are beyond comprehension.” That
is, our tradition provides us with
language to express awe and wonder
at the impossibly complex grandeur
of the universe. The challenge is to
remember the One who created such
beauty whenever we are so moved by
it to take notice.

With the summer months 1ying
in front of us, we will certainly
find ourselves in moments of’
pastoral bliss. I invite you to use
those moments not just to say,

‘how beautiful is this!” but to allow
yourself to contemplate the wonder
of it all and to acknowledge the
unfathomable source of that beauty.




SYNAGOGUE SNAPSHOTS

Deborah Cohen

Former NHS Trust Director and retiring Belsize Square
Synagogue Board member

Tell us about your
time as a Belsize
Square Board member
When [ joined the
Belsize Board 17 years
ago our two daughters
were in primary school.
They both had their Bat
Mitzvahs at BSS and are
now in their 30s, living
in their own homes.
Little did | know that it would be 20 years before |
hung up my hat. During that time | have chaired the
Youth Committee, been Treasurer, and chaired the
Kesher Social Action Committee during the pandemic.
Although I'm standing down from the Board, I'm
looking forward to continuing as one of the three
Synagogue representatives on the Board of Deputies.

What was the hardest part of your NHS job?
Leaving it - | loved working in the NHS with such
fantastic, dedicated people. | tried retirement, but
after six months | drifted back into work and | am
now the independent chair of the Safeguarding Adults
Boards for two local authorities. And I've handed on
the NHS baton to our daughters and daughter-in-law,
all of whom are NHS clinicians.

If you could do any other job for one day, what
would you choose?

Without hesitation, Secretary of State for Health and
Social Care. I'd fund both the NHS and social care
properly, integrate them, and introduce proper 21st-
century IT (for starters).

How did you come to be a member of Belsize Square?
When we moved to Queen'’s Park in 1994, one of our
neighbours invited us in for coffee and told us we had to
join BSS as that's where ‘all the Jews in Queens Park’ went.
Subsequently we found that ‘all the Jews' comprised two
other families! It's changed now and the WhatsApp group
for local Jewish families has over 250 members. We liked
the services at Belsize and the welcome we received. Neil
grew up in Middlesex New Reform Synagogue and | grew
up in liford United Synagogue. He wanted to sit with me
and | wanted to pray in Hebrew. So it worked well.

What's your favourite festival?

It's probably Pesach, and although it's loads of work,
| look forward to the Seders each year and having all
the family around one table together.

Where do you like to sit in shul?

Definitely centre right (that's the seats, not my
politics!), towards the back. But | value that you can sit
anywhere, unlike the synagogue where | grew up.
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&\, BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF

—

;;{ BRITISH JEWS

ADVOCACY | DEMOCRACY | COMMUNITY

Our regular report from our Board of Deputies representatives
Deborah Cohen, Peter Strauss and Dilys Tausz

The Board of Deputies began its new triennium on 1 June
with a new President, Phil Rosenberg. At 38, Phil is the
Board's youngest ever President, replacing Marie Van der
Zyl after her brilliant six years of service. A former Camden
councillor, Phil is senior director of a leading public relations
firm. He joined the Board of Deputies as the organisation’s
Director of Public Affairs and later became the Deputy for
Brondesbury Park Synagogue.

After the election result, Phil thanked his fellow Deputies,
telling them: The hard work begins here. As President,

| pledge to fight antisemitism, stand up for peace and
security for Israel and the whole Middle East, defend our
religious freedoms, celebrate our culture, and make our
community and our Board of Deputies proud, inclusive
and unified.’ He said that he would make his ethos the
central Jewish value of ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’,
both for relations within the Jewish community and in
inter-communal relations.

Our own Deputies wish the new Officers good luck in
their endeavours to highlight and challenge the issues
affecting all Jews in the UK. We look forward to welcoming
President Phil Rosenberg to our Synagogue before long.

PAPER ANGELS
“Yowr financial life srganised

Tired of feeling overwhelmed by clutter and disorganisation at
home? From managing paperwork and bills to organising digital
files, photos, and important documents, Paper Angels bring order
to every aspect of your home life.

Don't let the chaos of unorganised folders and neglected
paperwork weigh you down. Let us create a streamlined and
efficient system that preserves your precious memories and keeps
your administrative tasks under control.

Home Financial Probate
Administration Administration Planning

We offer a one-time service or a retainer package
tailored to your requirements.

PHONE
07866 565 021

EMAIL
paper.angels@outlook.com

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
ON REQUEST

BAT MITZVAH REFLECTIONS

Thirteen, Female and Jewish

For her Bat Mitzvah project, Blaise MacDonald interviewed a spectrum of women, young and
old, on what it means to be Jewish and thirteen. This is an edited extract from her research.

ery licele literature and few

websites or social media
consider the perspectives of
13-year-old Jewish girls. We are
under-represented. You never
hear from us! Before becoming Bat
Mitzvah, I wanted to explore what
Judaism really means to me by
interviewing my friends who are 13
and other women who have strong
memories of‘being 13. So here is
an article made by ]ewish girls, for

Jewish girls.

Being part of
a community
makes me feel
appreciated

I opened my research by asking
what part of‘being ]ewish brings
them the most joy. Unsurprisingly,
they all said, ‘the food — bagels,
falafels, honey cake, chicken soup..”
But friendship featured strongly
too. My Auntie Emily reminisced
fondly about her upbringing in
a fairly orthodox household. “We
had bonus holidays, and I wouldn’t
have one ofmy greatest friends if
it wasn't for Cheder’. Nicky, my
mum’s friend, agreed. Being Jewish
and 13 in the eighties was ‘all about
the friends I made’.

Another Commonality was
highlighted hy Imogen, 13, who said,
‘Being part of a community, makes
me feel appreciated’. I feel the same.
Being part of something higger than
yourselﬁ having a web of support,
is so important when we are going
through so many changes while
growing up. Another of my mum’s
friends, Sarah, didn’t have a Bat
Mitzvah but at 13 her ‘experience of
]udaism was driven by the women
in my family who helped me think
critically about the world".

I was happy to hear that the
friends I spokc to still fele thcy
could express their ]ewishness
and had not felt threatened by
recent events. Imogen said, ‘I still
wear a Magen David in puhlic7
but I would hide it if I felt people
around me hated Jews’. I have
definitely thought twice about
wearing my own Star of David in
public, because of antisemitism,
but my school has been fantastic,
it has a brilliant Jewish Society,
where they bribe us with
AMAZING kosher pizza —
and we discuss Jewish topics.

I am acutely aware of the
imbalance between men and
women in the Jewish faith. As an
orthodox Jewish girl, Imogen said,
‘In my synagogue, they don’t believe
women should be able to leyn... The
boys got recognition for their Bar
Mitzvahs, I got none’. I honestly
found this appalling as Imogen is
more orthodox, and knows more
about Judaism, than anyone I know,
and for her to not be able to show
that off makes me angry. I spoke to
Ellen, my grandma’s friend, about
how it felt to grow up Jewish and
female in New York in the 1960s.
She lived in a primarily Jewish
neighbourhood but ‘girls didn’t
have Bat Mitzvahs back then...
Jewish boys had Bar Mitzvahs and

She will be having her Bat Mitzvah
when she is 14 — which I think is
wonderful. I feel very privileged to
belong to Belsize Square Synagogue,
which has embraced the times and
allows women to hold as much
power as men. [t seems as if not as
much progress has been made in
orthodox synagogues.

Ellen, Sarah, Nicky and Emily
all thought that it was much harder
for 13-year-olds now than it was for
them in their day‘ Emily said, “There
is more antisemitism in the world
than before.” This is a troubling
thought. Although life in our
synagogue seems to be equalising
for women and girls, life as a Jewish
person is becoming more difficult.

[ am proud of my religion, proud of

being a girl and I love being 13!

Catholic girls had confirmations...
and that was it". She said that she
was very upset about that. Nicky
remembers moving from a Reform
synagogue to a United one, and
for the first time she had to sit
separately from her brother, ‘hidden
away’. My friend Scarlett, who

has a Jewish father and a Catholic
mother, wants to embrace Judaism
and has found a way to do this.

Right now, I am proud of my
religion, proud ofbeing a girl
and [ love being 13! My research
brought up even more questions,
and over the years I look forward
to discovering the answers to them.
Exploring my faith has made me
very excited for what is to come as |
grow from being ajewish girl into a
Jewish woman.

Our Congregation | July/August 2024 | Tammuz/Av 5784 3



REMEMBERING

Vera Pollins

Vera Pollins, former Honorary
Secretary of our Synagogue,
died at the age of 72 on 16 March
2024 following a long illness. Her
close friend Jackie Cohen describes
her as having been ‘intimately
involved in the life of Belsize
Square Synagogue from birch.
Her parents, Margot and Lothar
Gerard, had fled the Holocaust
from their homes in German

and settled in Finchley where
they brought up Vera and her
older brother Ron. Lothar was an

early member of the New Liberal
Jewish Congregation, which
became Belsize Square Synagogue,
ultimately becoming its Treasurer,
and Margot was a moving force in
the Synagogue’s social activities.
So Vera grew up in the Synagogue,
progressing from the cheder to
the Phoenix youth group and
becoming a cheder teacher.

Later she had senior roles in the
Women’s Society, which became
the Belsize Members Group, of
which she was Chair. She served
on the Synagogue’s Education
Committee, Board and Executive
and she was Honorary Secretary
from 2004 to 2014.

Vera met her husband Jon at
the B’nai B'rith Young Adults
organisation. They married in
1974 and, heartbreakingly, she
passed away in the year when
they should have celebrated
their golden Wedding. Their very
strong and happy relationship
had started with sadness as Vera
had lost her mother when she was
only 17, and her father then died
suddenly when she was still only
22 and recently engaged. Jon’s
love, strength and ability to make

her laugh in the toughest of times
supported her then and in the
cight years after she developed
motor neurone disease, which she
endured with stoicism, dignity
and humour. She and Jon were
also hugely supported by their
children Richard, Sandra and
David and their spouses. Jackie
Cohen describes their care for
Vera as constant and incredible,
which must have made a huge
contribution to her outliving

her initial gloomy prognosis by
six years. She was so proud of all
her children and she was a very
adoring grandmother to Sophie,

Joseph, Ella, Maggie, Mila and Leo.

4  Our Congregation | July/August 2024 | Tammuz/Av 5784

Vera would not have wanted to
be defined by her illness. She was
a remarkable person before she
became unwell. Life had thrown
her challenges and she met them
head on. A devoted mother, she
dealt with the issues posed by
parenthood, making sure her
children knew that problems
should not be a cause for defeat, but
more a challenge to be solved. She
qualified as a teacher and worked
in several schools before becoming
a senior manager for a company
training and supplying teachers of
children with special needs.

Vera set herself high standards
in all aspects of her life. Everything
she took on, she took on
Wholeheartedly, with integrity,
wisdom and passion. A warm,
modest and kind person, her
atcributes make her sound quite
saintly— but be assured, writes
Jackie, her qualities included a
cheeky sense of humour and a
great sense of fun. An amazing
homemaker, her friends all have
memories of happy evenings spent
round her dining table, enjoying
her superb cooking.

She worked tirelessly for
Belsize Square, often behind the
scenes, Not expecting or requiring
recognition, just wanting things to
be right. She was the ‘go to’ person
for people wanting to discuss
shul matters — giving advice that
was wise, honest, knowledgeable
and unbiased. Annette Nathan,
our current Honorary Secretary,
writes that she cannot think of an
area of Synagogue life that did not
involve Vera at some time — apart,
perhaps, from finance, which, she
says, was never Vera’s great love.
However, that did not prevent her
from transforming into a retailer
annually for over 25 years on the
grocery stall at the Chanukah
Bazaar, now the Chanukah Market.
Ultimately Vera, Annette and their
husbands would obtain their stock
on an annual shopping expedition

to France. Jon hated the shopping
element, says Annette, but was
kept happy with a good lunch!

Steven Bruck, former
Synagogue Chair, knew Vera
from childhood and also recalls
her constant involvement in
every aspect of our Synagogue,
always unselfishly thinking
of others. ‘The encapsulation
of a life in a few sentences is
always difficult. In che case
of Vera, it is impossible. She
was an exceptional mother,
grandmother, wife and friend
who dedicated her life to
others. She had an enduring
commitment to those she
loved, to her loving husband,
to her devoted children and
grandchildren, to her friends
and the extended family of the
Synagogue. Her organisational
and multitasking skills, as well
as her determination and ability
to overcome adversity, were
inspirational. Her passing is a
loss to us all”

Perhaps a true memorial to
Vera’s place in our Synagogue’s
story is in the message that
she sent in 2017 when she and
Jon were awarded honorary
Synagogue membership on
her retirement from the Board
following the onset of her illness.
‘I do truly believe that Belsize
Square is a unique community
and I am proud to have been able
to participate in it. [ now leave
it up to all of you to carry on
the good work and ensure that
we will always remain the very
special Synagogue that we are’.

The Motor Neurone Disease
Association funds research,
improves care and provides
support for people with MND,
their families and carers.
Readers may wish to donate
to this very worthy cause

via their website,
www.mndassociation.org

ISRAEL CHARITY DINNER 2024

Anthony Gee, Chair of our Israel Charity Dinner,
reports on this year's memorable event

This year's Israel Charity Dinner was
held on Yom Ha'atzmaut, 13 May, and
was a huge success, with numbers

up on last year and the hall close to
capacity. The atmosphere was upbeat
and positive, with representatives of
the three charities supported by our
community joining us.

Rob Nothman was our sensational
MC and we were entertained by
the London Jewish Male Choir, who
sang two sets during the evening.
The dinner, produced by Adam
Nathan and his excellent team, was
truly off the scale and worth the
ticket price alone!

Each of the three charity
representatives gave presentations.
Jeanette Koll from Beit Uri eloquently
informed us that the donations
received from the dinner will

go directly towards therapeutic
treatments for their severely
disabled residents, including music,
light therapy and horse riding. They
bring an indescribable happiness to
all who receive them.

ASSAF's Tali Ehrenthal spoke about
how the current crisis in Israel has
negatively impacted the wellbeing

of refugees there. The donations
received enable ASSAF to operate a
youth club and to provide psycho-
logical support including individual
counselling, as well as comprehensive
care and holistic support for young
refugees across Israel.

Finally, we heard from Racheli

Yaso from Yemin Orde. She spoke
emotionally about her own two-
year-long journey from Eritrea to
Israel. Her love for Israel and for
Yemin Orde shone through. Racheli
explained how funds received from
the dinner would directly pay for
trauma counselling and for a secure

environment with dedicated staff.
All three charities touched on how
much harder their circumstances
have become since the atrocities
of 7 October. They are missing
many male staff and foreign
volunteers and are having to cope
with additional work with reduced
budgets and increased overheads.

Charity representatives Jeanette Koll,
Racheli Yaso and Tali Ehrenthal at the Israel
Charities Dinner

The appeal raised over £60,000 and
was conducted superbly by Rabbi
Botnick, whose address highlighted
the urgent funding requirements
for our charities and why this year is
more important than ever before.

This was a highly emotional and
rewarding evening from start

to finish. My thanks go to the
committee and especially to Rob,
Annette, Emma, Lee and the Adams
(Nathan and Rynhold) for all their
hard work and dedication. If you
haven't been to our Israel Charity
Dinner before, please consider
coming next year - it's such a special
evening. We'd love to see some of
our younger members too: why

not put a table together with your
friends and family? You certainly

For more information on our charities, please visit their websites:

Beit Uri www.bet-uri.org.il

ASSAF www.assaf.org.il/en
Yemin Orde www.impact-israel.org/about-us/yemin-orde-youth-village
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RECENT EVENTS

SEDER AT BELSIZE

Richard Sherwood and his family
enjoyed this year's Communal
Seder at Belsize Square

As a family we feel a strong
connection with Belsize Square
Synagogue. Our children have grown
up around the Shul - they all went to
Keren's Nursery and to Cheder, our
daughter Freddie’s Bat Mitzvah was
last September and her sister Daisy's
will be next March. Our twin boys
Harry and Alfie are nine and their
time will come! We all feel very lucky
to be part of the Belsize community.

This year, rather than inviting family
members to our own Seder, we
decided to come to the Communal
second Seder night at Shul. There
were eight of us as my sister and
niece joined us.

We started by attending the evening
service, a perfect time to reflect. |
always enjoy the Rabbi's sermons,
especially during a festival. He does
a wonderful job of weaving learning
into the service, and Pesach was

no different. Combined with the
Cantor's wonderful voice and our
amazing choir, this set us up for

a very special evening. The Shul

felt busy, which always brings an
additional level of energy.

Afterwards it was great to see that
there were about 90 people at

the Seder. Our family was all on

one table and we were joined by
Peter Friedman, one of the Cheder
teachers, who travels 90 minutes to
get to Belsize Square - what amazing
dedication!

Rabbi Botnick did a brilliant job of
leading the evening. As we read from
the Haggadah, he took time to explain
each section and he made the evening

TIKKUN LEIL SHAVUOT AND THE GREAT
BELSIZE CHEESECAKE BAKE-OFF

This year's Shavuot celebrations
were enjoyed by Fabrizio Nasceg,
originally from Sicily, who is an
enthusiastic participant in our
Introduction to Judaism course

Shavuot began with a beautiful
service led by Cantor Heller and the
choir. After socialising over dinner
and refreshments, the community

delved into the evening’s theme: Jews

of the Diaspora.

The first speaker, Blue Dobson, a
UCL archaeology student specialising
in Mediaeval Jewish burial customs
in Jewish cemeteries in England,
France, and Germany, captivated

the audience with his research on
London'’s Jewish history through an
archaeological lens. The presentation
unearthed fascinating details and
sparked lively questions from the
community.

Following Blue's presentation,

the much-anticipated cheesecake
break arrived. Unlike the previous
year when Cantor Heller reigned

supreme in the bake-off, this year
saw a new champion, Juliette

Klein, taking home the first Great
Belsize Bake-Off plate award.
Congratulations to all the bakers for
their delicious contributions!

Juliette
Klein's
winning
salted
caramel
and pretzel
cheesecake

Cantor Heller then presented his
research on the evolution of Jewish
liturgy after the destruction of the
Temple. He wove together historical
analysis, archaeological finds and
critical editions to demonstrate how
liturgy has continuously adapted

to significant moments in Jewish
history, while also retaining elements
from the Temple service, allowing
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truly interactive, with questions to all
of us. His daughter Lev did particularly
well in answering questions! The
Rabbi and Cantor Heller led the
singing - what | love about Seder
night is that however well or not you
remember the songs from one year
to the next, it's fun just giving it a go.

The really delicious Seder meal
was cooked by Claire Walford and
for that, she should really take a
very big bow.

Six years ago we were in Israel with
our family for Pesach and we hope to
be there again next year. But for any
of you who want to feel connected to
the Jewish community beyond your
London family for Seder night, | can
highly recommend joining the Belsize
Square community Seder next year.

Thanks from the whole Sherwood
family and mazal tov to everyone

involved! e

us to ‘remember
but also re-enact’
past practices.

Rabbi Botnick
closed the
evening with a talk
entitled Tragedy
to Triumph: How the
Diaspora refined Judaism'.

Using Talmudic passages and biblical
accounts, he explored how the
challenges of exile both threatened
and, ultimately, strengthened
Judaism. Rabbi Botnick’s presentation
demonstrated that Judaism is a living
and breathing tradition. With the
establishment of the State of Israel
the nature of exile has changed,
prompting new questions about how
Judaism might adapt in the future.

The Tikkun embodied the
Synagogue's welcoming community
and its unique approach, rich
heritage and commitment to its
values. These are what attracted
me to joining its Introduction

to Judaism Course last year and
preparing for my conversion to
Judaism at Belsize Square, having
first discovered the services on
BelsizeLIVE during the pandemic.

ABERNEIN
MANSIONS nw3.

Dear Fellow Members

Are we now finally to have our chair in this glowball
warming we have been promised by the scientists? I
can’t weight to get out from my thermal unterhosen
und where my sommer tweed jacket und waste coat.
It is not only the whether that is so unperdictable,
but also live itself. Everywhere people are being
sheeted from there live savings und being inwaded by
foreign haggers. Und we are soon to be over taken by
roberts making all from us no longer necessary. Could
it happen in Belsize Square that won day we have a
robert rabbi und a robert cantor? Whatever necks?

Of cause, by the time you read this article the
whether might have changed to become a hate weave.
Also with the general alexion their might now be a
new incompetent in 10 Downing Street. Hear in the
mansions we recently took a pole und found that

the outrite winner was spoiled papers. So we hat a
recount, but arrived at the same confusion.
Sankfully my wive takes no notice of such metters.
She is currently preparing to go on a free diving
exposition in the Mariana Drench in the Peciffic
Ocean. Before hend she hat to go on a special cause.
This inwolved having to proof that she could hold
her breasts unter water four more then five minutes.
Needles to say she past with flying collars.

Vile my wive is away, Mrs Pinklestein has inwited

me t0 join her on a crews to the Aisle of White. I am
very flattened by her interest, but I sink this would
be quiet unappropriate, as Mr Pinklestein is no longer
with us. He ran off with his carer last month. Instead
I have enlisted in a coach drip with other inmates
wisiting sights of histeric interest. Among this are
Stone Hinge, Long Leat Safardi Park, und ending
with two nights at the Gladstonebury Musik Festival.
I am not familiar with the musicians listed, but as
long as there is plenty from Beethoven, Sulzer und
Lewandowski, I will be sufficient.

With the best of intentions
Fritz Klopstick

ASK FRITZ

I am consistently asked how I keep my mind so fresh
und young. This is very symbol to answer. I try not to
use it too much. Like other sinks, if you over fill them
they stop working. This why so many old people are
stuck in the muck. They have no room left in there
mines to except knew sorts und ideas. Always keep a
good space in your hat.

A magnificent party
for Herr Klopstick

Fellow Abernein Mansions residents Helene
Grunonymous and Soo Arnonymous have honoured
us with their very personal account of our esteemed
correspondent’s 80th birthday celebration

Tis mit great joy that Herr Klopstick retched the grand age of
80 years at the ender May und cellarbrated mit familie and
freunds when the Banks were on Holiday.

Mostly the wetter etwas dry und etwas sonny. Mrs Klopstick
was unable to attend bekaws her Senior Hampstead

Ladies American Fussball team, The Haverstock Hildas,

was practising for the Soup or Bowl that afternoon. (Herr
Klopstick said they all prefer soup, naturlich.)

Fritz red out two letters with coats of armies from our
estreamed government representatives regretting they
could not come to the cellarbration.

Unfivetunately, Fritz was unable to purrsuade anyone
to give him an OhBeeEe or nighthood for this special
antiversary, despite using all his Argos vouchers.

He had constructed a Trial by Google quiz, making us trek
across arias of England mit names schtarting mit Y’. We
all asked ourselves, ‘Why?' Every concluding entry won a
fanciful honorarium.

His familie created wunderbar cattering, mit coronation
schicken und salmon in clothes und vegetable kitches.
There were many salats including his favorit pattotoe
salat. Und for putting there was gute sisse sachen mit
caffe. The two youngen vaiters made us schikah mit much
vine und prosciutto.

We whitch Herr Klopstick many more
gesunder years!

Your editors join with our special
correspondents in wishing Herr K a very
happy special birthday and thank him
for his continuous flow of good humour
and special community insights!




SERVICES

Friday evenings at 6.45pm
Saturday mornings at 10.00am

Kikar Kids - Junior Shabbat Service
Saturday 6 July, 3 August & 7 September
11.00am in the creéche for under 5s Service
11.00am in the library for 5-9-year-olds
11.30am Kids Kiddush

Often followed by a potluck lunch

Contact Richard on rgpollins@gmail.com
for more information

CHEDER AND BEIT MITZVAH

Sunday mornings 9.30am-12.30pm
Enquiries to Head: Caroline Loison
caroline@synagogue.org.uk

End of Term Sunday 7 July
Start of New Term Sunday 8 September

ADULT DISCUSSION GROUP

Meetings take place on Sunday mornings in term-time.

Programme and Zoom joining details for each meeting will
be in the News from the Square emails every Thursday.

For further information, please contact Claire Walford
claire.walford@yahoo.com.

COMMUNITY NEWS

NEW MEMBERS

We extend a cordial welcome to:

Mickael Loison | Vivienne Cochrane | Beatrix Kilgour
Lauren Kilgour | Philomena Kilgour | Corinne Fenton
Ferdi Glucksmann | Susan Jacoby | Emily Ross Joannou
with daughters Olive & Frankie | Anna Rosenberg

with daughter Noa | Liat Levinson & Jenya Beilin with
children Noga, Nevo & Matan | Kiki Malachi | Isaac
Sanders | Jake Brass

BIRTHS

Mazal tov to:

Anthony & Cira Laser on the birth of their son Rue
Claudia Collins & Toby Glicher on the birth of
their son Gabriel

BNEI MITZVAH

Mazal tov to:

Kate Weinberg & James Harding on

Sam'’s Bar Mitzvah on 13 July

Elly Livingstone & Isabelle Picheloup on
Sacha & Leah's Bnei Mitzvah on 7 September

DEATHS

We regret to announce the passing of:
Gerti Baruch who died on 11 May
Marion Cover who died on 11 June
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SYNAGOGUE
HELP LINES

BELSIZE SQUARE
SYNAGOGUE

51 Belsize Square,
London NW3 4HX

020 7794 3949
office@synagogue.org.uk
www.synagogue.org.uk

SYNAGOGUE OFFICE
HOURS

Mon-Thu: 9.00am-5.30pm
Friday: 9.00am-2.00pm

SYNAGOGUE LIBRARY
Open to members during
office hours

RABBI
Rabbi Gabriel Botnick
rabbi@synagogue.org.uk

To book an in-person,
video or telephone
appointment with Rabbi
Botnick, please email his
PA Claire Austin:
claire@synagogue.org.uk

CANTOR

Dr Paul Heller
cantor@synagogue.org.uk
07949 078366

RABBI EMERITUS
Rabbi Rodney Mariner
rodmariner@aol.com
or 07956 352267

SYNAGOGUE BOARD

CHIEF EXECUTIVE
Lee Taylor
lee@synagogue.org.uk

CHAIRMAN
Jackie Alexander
chairman@
synagogue.org.uk

CHEDER AND YOUTH
Caroline Loison
caroline@
synagogue.org.uk
020 7794 3949

COMMUNITY CARE
CO-ORDINATOR &
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
SERVICE

Eve Hersov
eve@synagogue.org.uk
07944 574676

FUNERALS

During Synagogue office
hours phone Synagogue
Evenings/weekends phone

Calo’s (Undertakers)
020 8958 2112

OUR CONGREGATION
Editor: Alex Antscherl
Associate Editor:
David Horwell

Copy date for the
September/October issue
is 9 August 2024
Contributions to
alexantscherl@me.com or
the Synagogue office

Following the Synagogue’s Annual General Meeting on
3 June 2024, the members of the Board are:

HONORARY OFFICERS

Chairman: Jackie Alexander

Hon Secretary: Annette Nathan
Asst Hon Secretary: Rob Nothman

Hon Treasurer: Jimmy Strauss

Asst Hon Treasurer: Sarah Percival

EXECUTIVE
Adam Davis
Carol Cohen
Sarah Percival
Justyn Trenner
Nick Viner

BOARD

John Abramson
Jackie Alexander*
John Alexander
Joe Brookes
Adam Buchler

Carol Cohen*
Jeannie Cohen
Simon Cohen
Adam Davis*
Joe Hacker

Pat Hirschovits
Michael Horowitz
Oliver Jerome
Frank Joseph
Freddy Lehmann
Adam Nathan
Annette Nathan*
Marion Nathan

Rob Nothman*
Sarah Percival*
David Pollins
Richard Pollins
Jimmy Strauss*
Dilys Tausz
Justyn Trenner*
Nick Viner*
Claire Walford

*Honorary Officers
and Members of the
Executive
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