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I. Leadership
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Devarim 17:15
Appoint, appoint over yourself a king, whom the Lord your God will choose. From among your brothers
you shall appoint a king over yourself: You may not place over yourself a foreign man who is not your

brother.
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Midrash Tannaim Devarim 17:15

...““Appoint, appoint over yourself a king”—[From here,] I only know the case of a king, how do I know
[this same rule applies] to officers and charity collectors and court secretaries and those who administer
court-ordered lashes? Scripture teaches: “From among your brothers you shall appoint a king over yourself
[you may not place over yourself a foreign man]”’—Anyone who you place over yourself should only come
from the select of your brothers.

“You may not place over yourself a foreign man”—this comes to exclude the convert...
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Based on this, they said that one does not appoint a king from the community of converts, even after many
generations, until his mother is from Israel. [From here,] I only know if the case of a king, how do I know
this [restriction] also applies to a general, to head of fifty, a head of ten, or even one appointed to be in
charge of the water channel? Scripture teaches: “From among your brothers you shall appoint over
yourself [a king; you may not place over yourself a foreign man|”—All appointments that you appoint

should only be from among your brothers.
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Talmud Bavli Kiddushin 76b

A convert came over to Rav Ada b. Ahava’s house as a guest and he started fighting with Rav Beivai. One
said: I will be in charge of the town! And the other said: I will be in charge of the town! They came before
Rav Yosef, who said to them: It is taught: “Appoint, appoint over yourself a king... from among your
brothers”—Any appointments that you make should only be from among your brothers. Rav Ada b. Ahava
said to him: Even if his mother is Jewish? He said to him: If his mother is Jewish, then he is considered to
be from among your brothers. Therefore, Rav Beivai, who is a great man, should deal with heavenly

matters and [the convert] should deal with the affairs of the town.
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Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:2
All are valid to judge civil cases but not all are valid to judge capital cases, only &kobanin, leviim, and yisraelin

eligible to marry into the priesthood.
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Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 36b

“All are valid to judge civil cases.” “All” includes what?... a convert...

“But not all are valid to judge capital cases.”—Why?... Said Rav Nahman b. Yitzhak: [God said to Moshe,]

“They shall bear the burden with you.” “With you”—they must be like you [i.e., not converts.]
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Talmud Bavli Yevamot 101b-102a
Said Rava: According to the Torah, a convert may judge his fellow [convert], as it says: “Appoint, appoint a
king over yourself, whom the Lord your God will choose, from among your brothers you shall appoint a
king over yourselt”—over yourself we require from among your brothers, but a convert may judge his fellow
convert. And if his mother was [born] Jewish, he may judge even a [born| Jew. And with respect to palitzab:
We require that his father and mother be [born] Jewish, as it says: “And his name shall be proclaimed in

Israel.”
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Rif Sanhedrin 13b
When we say a convert is valid to judge civil cases, that only applies if his mother is a [born] Jew, for we
learn [in Yevamot] that Rava said: According to the Torah, a convert may judge his fellow [convert], as it
says: “Appoint, appoint a king over yourself...”—over yourself we require from among your brothers, but a
convert may judge his fellow [convert]. And if his mother was [born] Jewish, he may judge even a [born]
Jew.
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Rashi Yevamot 102a
A convert may judge another convert—in capital cases, because with regard to civil cases, he may judge any
Jew, as is taught in the Mishnah: “All are valid to judge civil cases” and we say [in the gemara]: ““All’

includes what?” A convert.
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Responsa Iggerot Moshe Yoreh Deah IV:26

... It is cleatly the halakhah that it is forbidden to appoint a convert to any position of authority... But in
practice, one must understand that the witzvah to love the convert requires us to draw them close and to be
lenient in all these matters. Therefore, after much consideration it seems that one should not consider these
sorts of appointments in our time to be like positions of authority. For the essential role of a yeshiva is to
teach students when they want to learn. The fact that the administrators and the rashei yeshiva have the
power to expel students or not to accept them is not any more authority than an employer has over his
workers, which is not an appointment to a position of authority at all. According to this, these
appointments are nothing more than doing a job... And with regard to your question as to whether there is
a prohibition on the convert himself to accept the authority, it would seem that there is no such prohibition,

even with regard to bona fide authority. ..

I1. Marriage
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Devarim 23:3
The mamzer may not come into the community of the Lord. Not even the tenth generation may come into

the community of the Lord.
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Tosefta Kiddushin 5:1-2

Converts, emancipated slaves, ﬁez‘z'm'm,l those of uncertain paternity, and foundlings, along with all those who
are forbidden to enter into the £ahal//community, are permitted to marry one another, according to R. Meir.
R. Yehudah says: There atre four kehalot/communities: the £ahal of kohanim, the kahal of leviim, the kabal of
Israel, and the gabal of converts. All the others may marry one another.

The Sages say: There are three kehalot/communities: the &abal of kobanim, the kabal of levi’im, the kahal of
Israel...

A [male] convert... is permitted to marry a mamzeret... according to R. Yose. R. Yehudah says: A [male]

convert may not martry a 7%61777%6’7"61
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Mishnah Kiddushin 4:6-7

The daughter of a male jala/ may not marry a priest, no matter how many generations have passed... R.
Yehudah says: he daughter of a male convert [may not marry a £oben, nor may any woman with a patrilineal
line back to a convert].

R. Eliezer b. Ya’akov says: The daughter of a male Jew and a female convert may marry a &oben and the

daughter of a female Jew and a male convert may marry a £oben. But the daughter of a male and female

! These are descendants of the Gibeonites who tricked Yehoshua into a treaty when he was conquering the land. See Yehoshua 9.
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convert may not marry a koben. A convert... even until ten generations may not marry a £oben unless her
mother [was born] Jewish.

R. Yose says: Even the daughter of a male and female convert may marry a gobern.

Talmud Bavli 78a-78b
Itis taught: R. Shimon b. Yohai says: A woman who converts under the age of three may marry a £oben, as
it says: “And all the young female children who have not yet known male intercourse keep alive for you”

and Pinhas [who was a £oben| was among those going out to war...
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Talmud Bavli Kiddushin 78b
Said Rav Hamnuna in the name of Ulla: The halakhah follows R. Yose. And so said Rabbah bb. Hannah:
The halakhah tollows R. Yose, but since the Temple was destroyed, the &obanin have guarded their dignity
and followed R. Eliezer b. Ya’akov. Said R. Nahman: Huna said to me: If a person comes to consult us,
we instruct him to follow the view of R. Eliezer b. Ya’akov. If he goes ahead and marries, we do not force

him to divorce her, following the view of R. Yose.
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